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From top, left to right: (1) The first retreat house, which burned in 1963. (2) A procession from the house for the dedication 
of the Quonset Hut Chapel in 1958. (3) Fr. John Damm receiving Fr. Arthur’s first vows. (4) Blessing of the reed organ 
donated by Fr. Thomas Smith. ((5) Fr. Arthur leading singing at the entrance of the old chapel. (6) For a time Fr. Arthur 
attempted to raise sheep. It was a financial disaster, but a memorable episode and a photographic success. 
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From top, left to right: (1) In the kitchen of the old house Fr. Arthur and a seminarian clean up. (2) The new (and present) 
retreat house was built in the mid sixties and blessed in 1966 by Bishop Olaf Herrlin of Sweden. (3) Fr. Arthur promoted 
the work of the League for Evangelical-Catholic Reunion and hosted its founder Pr. Max Lackmann of Germany. (4) 
Liturgies in the Chapel were often followed by a meal and informal entertainment. Here some Dominican sisters sing in the 
Retreat House. (5) Timothy Stayton arrived in 1971 and eventually succeeded Fr. Arthur as prior of the community. (6) 
Contact had earlier been made with the monks of the Swedish community. These were deepened when Br. Timothy 
studied theology there in the early seventies. Here the brothers of Östanbäcks Kloster join him on the day of his ordination.�
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From top, left to right: (1) Fr. Richard Herbel, the present prior, arrived at St. Augustine’s House in 1981. Here he 
celebrated the Holy Eucharist in the old chapel. (2) David Blythe has lived here as a resident associate member for fifteen 
years. (3) When the Berlin wall came down we learned we had brothers in the former East Germany. Fr. Richard was able 
to visit the monastery of St. Wigberti, Werningshausen in 1998. (4) Long term guests are a welcome addition to the 
community from time to time. Isaias Beh Ramirez, a theological student from Mexico, spent ten months with us. (5) The 
floor and foundation of the old chapel now forms a meditation garden in the shadow of the new chapel. (6) As we gather 
about the altar we are mindful of and grateful for all those who over the years have supported the monastic venture in this 
place.
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Gifts are gratefully acknowledged in memory of 

KENNETH ETHRIDGE 
ARNOLD and MARIE HELDT 
FRANK and JUNE HERMAN 

JOAN W. MILLER 
ROBERT G. RAE 
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www.StAugustinesHouse.org 
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   The Congregation of the Servants of Christ—St. Au gustine's 
House—is an ecumenical Christian community whose lif e of 
discipleship is inspired and shaped by the Holy Rul e of St. 
Benedict.  We are affiliated with the Lutheran trad ition, 
understood as a movement within and for the one hol y catholic 
and apostolic Church of Jesus Christ. 
   We are committed to the growth of the permanent resident 
community, to the pursuit of ecumenical understandi ng, and to 
the provision of retreats for members of the Fellow ship of St. 
Augustine and others.  We seek to serve the whole C hurch by our 
life of prayer and by the use of our facilities.   
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Pictures on the other side: The chapel filled for the Bach 
Festival; Dr. Robert Wilken delivering his lecture the 
morning of Fellowship Day. 
 
Pictures on this page: Out door reception after the Bach 
Festival; George Weckman at the organ; Fr. Caesarius 
and Fr. Richard (with dog Ben); Coffee after church on 
the deck of the Retreat House. 
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