
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Congregation of the Servants of Christ, St. 
Augustine's House, is an ecumenical Christian 
community whose life of discipleship is inspired 
and shaped by the Holy Rule of St. Benedict. We 
identify with the Lutheran tradition, understood as 
a movement within and for the one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church of Jesus Christ. 
We are committed to the growth of the 
permanent resident community, to the pursuit of 
ecumenical understanding, and to the provision of 
retreats for members of the Fellowship of St. 
Augustine and others. We seek to serve the whole 
Church by our life of prayer and by the use of our 
facilities.  
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 PAX  

Noted historian Allen C. Guelzo in a brilliant set of lectures on the history 
of histories shares the insight that the writing of history is always 
selection, what to include and what to pass by. It is a kind of historian’s 
“good faith disclosure.” Telling you from the beginning that what is 
reported is not necessarily the whole story. It is not possible to tell the 
whole story, all the details, all the persons, all the conversations. The task 
of the story-teller is to relate the most important facts, to capture the 
movement and spirit of a period or event. The skilled historian is one who 
grasps the central issues and the key characters and weaves them into a 
story which captures the attention of a succeeding generation. 

Generations of historians write different aspects of history. Time was 
when history was about kings and queens, about generals and battles, 
about politicians and nobility and little else. Then came a generation of 
historians, social historians, if you will, who delved into the lives of 
common people and told how they lived and died. You never get the 
whole story in one volume. 

Christmas is like that. It is the telling of the story of the birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem of Judea and of a series of events around that birth. We are 
blessed to have multiple tellings of the story, each from a slightly different 
perspective. The gospel of Matthew features a genealogical approach 
(Ancestry.com) with characters of hereditary credentials and Magi from 
the east. The gospel of Mark omits any mention of the birth in Bethlehem 
and begins with the proclamation of the coming kingdom of God and a 
call to repentance. The gospel of Luke provides the fullest telling of the 
story of the birth with more characters and events. The gospel of John 
omits all the familiar details of the birth but whisks us into a brilliant 
exposition of the meaning of the incarnation of the word. We know the 
details of the story, though we mix them and weave them into a coherent 
whole. We tell them in dramatic fashion, sing them in carols and hymns 
which stir the heart and evoke our own family histories, preach them in 
heartfelt homilies to larger-than-usual congregations. 

But the historians’ penchant for selection is really at work in relation to 
the early life of Jesus. Beyond the story of the Roman census, the 
courtship of Joseph and Mary, the appearance of an angel, Gabriel to be 
precise, the visitation of Mary with Elizabeth, her kinswoman, the trip  



from Nazareth to Bethlehem, the inn and the stable, the 
birth, the shepherds and the angels, the circumcision, the 
Magi from the east, the flight to Egypt, the presentation in 
the Temple with Simeon and Anna, we get no more 
details. Neither Matthew nor Luke was present for these 
events, so we get the stories second hand. Luke was not 
one of the twelve, though he is one of the most careful 
interviewers and reporters in history. But there are big 
gaps in the story. 

The reasons for leaving gaps are many, more than we can 
catalogue here. Sometimes one omits the most common 
things, the eating of meals , the performance of natural 
functions, the most common interactions. Sometimes one 
could with confidence omit what 
everyone already knows. The 
gospel of John, for example sets 
the stage for the baptism of Jesus, 
but does not describe the actual 
baptism, and similarly omits the 
actual narrative of the Last 
Supper – his late first century 
readers already know those stories 
from weekly liturgical repetition. 
But broad social custom is by far 
the most common reason for the 
gaps. They were doing what 
everyone commonly did without 
note. Joseph and Mary were realizing the incredible gift of 
parenthood. The coming of a newborn into the life of a 
new family is an almost explosive event, a new life in your 
hands, a new love in your hearts, an expansion of the 
meaning of love beyond your imagination. How to 
describe it? How to handle it? It is the classic stretching 
exercise in all of life. It is so in every family. 

Mary and Joseph were observant Jews in the first century. 
They were not city slickers from Jerusalem, but small 
town folks in Galilee. They were faithful participants in 
the synagogue in Nazareth and came to the big city and 
the Temple of Solomon only when Jewish ritual required 
it. Jesus was brought to the Temple to be presented to the 
Lord at the purification of Mary (Luke 2:22-40), where the 
Holy Family encountered the aged saints Simeon and 
Anna. The witness of these elder watchers at the Temple 
gave evidence that this child was extraordinary, that he 
was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel. The final 
verses in that narrative are critical to understanding the 
silence: “And when they had performed everything 
according to the law of the Lord, they returned into 

Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. :And the child grew 
and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of 
God was upon him.” Silence. Family life. Synagogue 
worship. And then another glimpse into their common life 
(Luke 2:41-52), beginning with, “Now his parents went to 
Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover. And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to 
custom . . . .” Then follows the winsome story of Jesus 
staying behind in Jerusalem, of the parents frantically 
searching for the lost child, finding him in the Temple, 
”sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions; and all who heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and his answers.”  The episode ends with 

these words: “And he went down 
with them and came to Nazareth 
and was obedient to them; and his 
mother kept all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and in stature, and in 
favor with God and man.” 

The gaps in the story are gaps in 
the narrative, not really gaps in 
the story. There is plenty going on 
in the life of this family, growing 
up, becoming an observant Jew, 
learning carpentry, worshiping at 
the synagogue. Perhaps the best 

work in which to savor the flavor of life in a Galileean 
village in the first century is The Source by James 
Michener. It’s a big book, but well worth the read. Every 
great musician, every great athlete, every accomplished 
person will testify, if asked, to the years and years of 
learning and practice, silent years of becoming. It is not 
different with Jesus. In our own time, the 21st century, the 
unmentioned erosion of the family and the traditions 
produces not “increase in wisdom and stature, …favor 
with God and man,” but something less. Come back to the 
story and read between the lines. The silence is calling to 
you. Don’t miss any of it! 

Blessed Advent and Christmas and Epiphany! 

Fr. John Cochran, Prior  

 

Holy Day Liturgies 
Dec. 20th   4th Sunday of Advent, 10 a.m. 

Dec. 24th   Christmas Eve, 7:00 p.m. 

Dec. 25th   Christmas Day, 10:00 a.m. 



News & Notes 
 The Council met on Friday and Saturday, October 9 
and 10, dealing with the normal flow of business. 
Attention was given to our relationship with seminaries, to 
the Tiny House and its preparation for occupancy, to our 
technical preparedness for present and future needs, to our 
present population and anticipated additions in the year 
ahead, to changing plans for dedication of the Wigton 
Organ and to our stewardship responsibilities. The pace 
was relaxed, the discussions probing and exhaustive and 
the actions deliberately few. The conversation about our 
relationship with the Society of the Holy Trinity went 
forward with the preparation of a proposed agreement 
between the two bodies in which Saint Augustine’s House 
becomes the fixed address for the Society and handles the 
Society’s archives. The document was approved by our 
Council and is now in the hands of the Society’s 
Leadership Council. Four additional candidates for 
associate membership were added to the bumper crop of 
candidates in 2020/21. The Council chose to assist 
Russian Far East Ministries of the Lutheran Church, 
headquartered in Vladivostok, the Lutheran Campus 
Ministry at West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV, 
and the new Tithing in Support of Artists in the Blaine 
Street Community of Artists, Detroit, with financial 
grants.  

 We noted the absence of group retreats in the Fall 
Newsletter. That continued through the season, with a few 
exceptions. The Florida Chapter of the Society of the Holy 
Trinity scheduled a 3 and ½ day retreat in mid-October 
and actually garnered seven pastors from several states for 
the time away. The Rev. Larry Recla is the dean of that 
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chapter. A smaller group of Romanian women met here in 
October, bringing a specific set of experiences and very 
significant talents and achievements with them. Then 
three pastors from Pennsylvania and two Catholic priests 
from Florida rounded out the month.  

 At the daily Mass on Saturday, October 10, George 
Daley was received as a postulant, becoming the youngest 
member of the community. He’s 21 and hails from 
Jenison, Michigan. He will enroll in the music program at 
Oakland County Community College in 2021. 

 Associate Member Deacon Vincent Craig Johnson died 
in Pittsburgh on October 24. He was 57 years of age and a 
former Marine. His was a military funeral. 

 A modest congregation of the Little Brothers of Jesus 
and their friends gathered at St. Augustine’s House on 
Saturday, November 14, to inter the ashes of Br. Sal-
vatore “Sam” Castelli in our cemetery. (See photo on next 
page.) Sam died in April of the COVID virus. He was 
much loved in his community in Detroit. Deo gratias for 
Sam. 

 The resurgence of the COVID Virus in these months 
has led us to re-visit our protocols , affirming the hand-
washing, mask-wearing and social distancing provisions, 
while adding temperature taking (Br. Andy has dubbed 
himself the “temperature Nazi” among us) and the simple 
request that guests coming have a COVID test with a 
negative reading before coming. Remember that in a 
previous pandemic (the Black Death in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries) entire monastic communities were 
wiped out, every person. Br. Andy reports that failure to 
wear a mask in Korea, where transmission ratees are quite 
low, earns a $100 fine. Help us keep the virus at bay. You 
don’t know more than the epidemiologists and you aren’t 
indestructible. 

www.StAugustinesHouse.org 
Find us on Facebook 



Mortgage Partners 
The monthly mortgage payment is $3,074. You may 
participate for any amount from $100 and up. We 
gratefully acknowledge the following donors for this past 
quarter: 

$1,000 by Frederick G. Keller; $500 by Donald Fritz; $250 
by Ed Nordmeyer III; $150 by Walter Blue; $125 by Frank 
Gambino; $100 by Daniel V. Biles, Jane M. Bingham, 
Howard “Gig” Burk, Thomas B. Chittick, Karl & Joan 
Geisler, David A. Genszler, Teresa Grabill, Gustav 
Kopka, Richard A. Peterson, Roger Petrich, Robert D. 
Walters, and Kim-Eric Williams. 

And great thanks to the many who contributed to the 
Scholarship Fund in support of Alberto Hernandez. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Finishing Touches 
A building project has many 
parts and it’s a little difficult 
to know which is the last 
piece which completes the 
project. Cathedrals in Europe 
are under construction for 
centuries, often begun in the 
twelfth or thirteenth century 
and completed in the 
eighteenth or nineteenth 

century. We have never built a cathedral (and won’t), but 
even our more modest undertaking, a new residential 

facility, Brugger Hall, has several points of completion. 
One is when we dedicate it. Another is when the elevator 
is finally installed. Still a third is when the occupancy 
permit is issued. The land north of Brugger has been full of 
weeds and piles of dirt for several years, but was the object 
of serious planning, earth moving and planting in 2020. 
The project was adopted by the Berney family and found 
John and Sandy directly involved in both the planning and 
implementation, together with Brian Helton, their 
workman. Many hours of work were invested in the 
construction of the pergola in the center of the plot, the 
construction of walkways, the planting of flowers and 
trees. Fourteen rooms look out on the newly landscaped 
area, a delight to the eyes, a visual finishing touch.  

At the same time an aural 
finishing touch was taking 
place in the Church. The 
organ builder, David 
Wigton is making 
preparations for the final 
tuning and voicing of the 
organ in preparation for 
the official completion of 
the new organ. In 
November he invited 
organist Scott Hyslop, to 
play the organ and to offer 
any comments he might 
have. Pictured with them 
is Daniel Susan who along 
with George Weckman has been a chief promoter of this 
project. We hope in the next year to finally have the 
dedicatory recital and hymn sing that has had to be 
postponed because of the pandemic. In the meantime, we 
hope to make some more sound clips of the organ to be 
posted online. Stay “tuned!” 

 

Paid: 
$160,682

51%

Owed: 
$139,318

49%


